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EDUCATION 
The genuine excitement and pride that goes with discovery and self-discovery is such an important part of learning. I rank Salish as 
the best educational experience that I’ve ever been able to provide my students.” – Middle School Teacher 

"I love to tell people about our Salish trip. Dani sat in my Chemistry class for the entire year and couldn't ‘do the math.’ [During our 
trip] she was our navigator, doing triangulation and plotting the course!”  – High School Teacher 

There is a kind of magic that takes place when students get out of the classroom – out of 
their comfort zone, out into an unfamiliar and exciting environment – and are asked to 
take charge of their learning experience. They define the questions and determine how to 
find answers. Often, the answers lead to more questions. The outcome? Students become 
critical thinkers. Students develop curiosity for their surroundings. Students learn to “fail” 
and start over with the confidence to take positive risks and try again.  

Salish Sea Expeditions has pioneered student-led, marine science investigation on Puget 
Sound. Since 1997, the organization has partnered with teachers and school districts in 
developing hands-on, STEM-focused curricula that integrates with classroom learning and 
is aligned with state and national education standards. Our station-based curricula are 

adaptive, dynamic and taught by highly-trained educators who tailor instruction for diverse types of learners, and account for 
variables from weather to navigational necessity.  

Expanding day programs on to Elettra will enable more students, schools and districts to 
experience transformative learning through Salish. Day programs are easier for schools to 
work into an academic calendar, and limit some of the variables and costs that come with 
multi-day field trips.  

Dedicated day programs on Elettra build relationships with schools that are new to Salish. 
Teachers who can’t yet commit to a multi-day experience have the option of a more 
“introductory” program, which delivers meaningful science exploration and engagement. By 
offering single and multi-day programs, we provide schools with a wider range of options that 
encourage tiered levels of participation.  

Elettra offers greater inclusivity for mobility-limited students and has the potential to serve 
younger students. The stability and predictability of a larger motor vessel makes Salish programs more accessible to students 
with special needs and younger groups that might be hesitant to participate due to the physical endurance needed on a multi-day 
sailing experience. 

For a visual guide to what educational learning stations on Elettra might look like, please see the reserve side.  

Questions? Contact Dan Hannafious, Education Director: (206) 780-7848 ext. 2 or Dan@Salish.org. 

 



WATER COLUMN SAMPLING 

- Test for dissolved oxygen, pH, surfactants, nitrates, 
phosphates, microplastics, etc. 

- Conduct plankton tows; trawl catch/release 

AUTONOMOUS UNDERWATER VEHICLES 

- Study AUV principles, real-world  

applications and learn operation 

- Design, build, deploy and test student AUVs 

NAUTICAL SCIENCES 

- Navigation, course plotting and vessel handling 

- Study the marine environment: wind, tides, cur-

rents and bathymetry 

- Learn about ship’s technology systems 

SHIPBOARD LABORATORY 

- Analysis of samples using microscopes and 
testing equipment 

- Data sharing with onshore classrooms 

SENSOR ACTIVITIES 

- Employ data buoy collection 

- Design, assembly & analysis 

- Hydrophone deployment 

STEM and Maritime Learning Stations 
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